Children’s author Michael Rosen vents his spleen on SATs.

Connects and the Book Trust that shows the
beneficial effect that a love of reading has,
not just on children’s achievement at school,
but also on their behaviour and attitude, and
on their character as they grow up. He
accuses the government of blithely ignoring
the findings because they’re blinkered by their
SATs and league tables agenda.

Getting through to government
Michael’s dream is to see teachers, local
authorities and the government focusing their
attentions on making every school a bookloving school. As Children’s Laureate from
2007 to 2009 he published a 20-point outline
on achieving this, and sent it to education
secretary Ed Balls and the then-education
minister Jim Knight. Their first response was
‘we can’t find it; can you send it again?’, their
second a glib ‘we’re doing it anyway’.
He’s angry about the Labour government’s
treatment of those in public services. “There’s
been a complete fallacy – and not just in
education – that what you do to professionals
to make them better is give them targets and
keep testing them and punishing them and
naming and shaming. It’s a complete
misunderstanding of why people go into
professions and how standards can improve.
“What you do, with all this testing and
targeting, is mistrust the professionals. Why?
Why should you mistrust people who’ve said
I want to do this career of social work,
medicine, training or education? They’ve put
themselves through years and years of
training, they’re educationally and
emotionally attached to their vocation.
“The key thing is to give them the space
to work out ways of improving their
professional lives. That’s what you have to do,
so that whatever group they’re working with
– the so-called ‘client group’ – can benefit.”

His message to the current
government, and whoever forms the next
one, is unequivocal. “Abolish SATS –
they’re utterly useless and they drive
children, teachers and parents nuts.
They’re bad for kids, bad for education,
bad for parents and bad for families.”

Finding alternatives

Daring to win it!

The current alliance between the NUT and
the National Association of Head Teachers
(NAHT) in opposing SATs brings together the
majority of teachers and leaders in England’s
primary schools, and Michael believes this is
crucial to a successful outcome. “It’s about all
of us giving each other the
confidence to fight this and
defeat it, and all the time to be
“[SATs are] bad
thinking of alternatives,” he
for kids, bad for
says. “The future of education
education, bad
depends on it.”

Although confident that
the campaign to have SATs
abolished is winnable, Michael
warns that “the government
will no doubt try to dismiss us
for parents and
as anti-assessment and antiAudiences at anti-SATs
bad for families.” meetings in London and
monitoring”. He’s convinced,
however, that there are other,
Birmingham have already
more useful, forms of
enjoyed Michael’s entertaining
assessment based on
and impassioned speeches, and
teachers’ own work, and wants to see
he’ll be addressing another four or five events
curricula devised by teachers in conjunction
in the autumn term. He’s also committed to
with one another, local authorities and
mentioning the campaign in any TV or radio
academics. “Part of the process of abolishing
interviews he’s asked to do.
SATs is looking at what forms of assessment
Having just returned from a holiday in
actually succeed,” he insists.
France, Michael’s message to NUT and NAHT
He urges teachers to seek out the work of
members as they enter the term that will see
Dylan Wiliam, Professor of Educational
the historic joint ballot to boycott the tests is
Assessment at the Institute of Education, who “Bon courage!”
has drawn together all the research that’s
“Dare to win it!” he adds, his angry
been done on the kind of assessment that
expression giving way to a grin. “We can,
improves children’s education and helps
and I think we will.”
teachers improve their teaching. “It’s a highly
developed form of Assessment for Learning,
Resources
but he’s made it accessible,” says Michael,
who plans to shadow Dylan’s work at a North Read Michael’s tips for creating a book-loving
school at www.michaelrosen.co.uk/foradults_
London comprehensive this autumn.
news.html (scroll down).

He also gives credit to Jim Rose for looking
at Assessment for Learning in his independent
review of the primary curriculum. But he
doesn’t want to see Assessment for Learning
brought in alongside SATs, as “the one
defeats the other”.

Dylan Wiliam’s Assessment for Learning:
What, Why and How, is available for £5 from
www.ioe.ac.uk/about/16409.html.
Download SATs campaign posters, leaflets,
petitions and more from www.teachers.org.
uk/assessment.php.
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