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I am delighted to have this opportunity to 
thank you for your enormously generous 
support of the World questions | Kingʼs 
answers  campaign.  

The overwhelming response we have had 
from you – and so many other staff, students, 
alumni and friends in the UK and around 
the world – has had a resounding impact, 
reaching far beyond the university itself:   
to homes, hospitals, educational institutions, 
businesses, charities, policy makers and 
governments across the world.    

Thanks to your own generosity, and that  
of our other supporters, we have raised over 
£600 million, and used King’s world-class 
expertise to address issues that are of 
universal importance. 

From the tiniest babies, whose life chances 
are enhanced by our research into brain 
development;  to the students who have  
had the freedom to reach their full potential 
through well deserved scholarships;  to the 
cancer patients who have been given hope 
through scientific discovery – we can all  
be enormously proud of what has already 
been achieved.

Opposite  
from left to right:

(Back row)
Lord Butler of 
Brockwell KG GCB 
CVO, Lord Fink of 
Northwood FKC,  
Mr Rory Tapner  
FKC, Mr Daniel Peltz  
OBE FKC , Lord 
Charles Powell of 
Bayswater KCMG

(Front row)
The Rt Hon Sir  
Robin Auld FKC,  
Mrs Rola Gordon,  
The Duke of  
Wellington OBE DL, 
The Rt Hon  
Sir John Major KG  
CH, Professor Edward 
Byrne AC,  
Mrs Susan  
Gilchrist FKC

(In absentia)
Dr Lama Al Sulaiman
Sir Deryk C Maugan

INTRODUCTION 
SIR JOHN MAJOR
I am delighted to have this opportunity to  
thank you for your exceptional support of the  
World questions | King’s answers campaign. 
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I INVITE YOU, AS ONE OF OUR MOST  
VALUED SUPPORTERS, TO STAY WITH US  
AS WE EMBARK ON THE NEXT STAGE OF  
OUR PIONEERING JOURNEY. 

It has been a privilege to Chair the World 
questions | Kingʼs answers  Campaign 
Board and I would like to thank my fellow 
Board members whose insight, drive and 
expertise has been so vital to the campaign's 
success.  I would also like to thank the 
hugely inspiring and committed King's  
staff and students who, through their 
research, have transformed – and continue 
to transform – the lives of millions of people 
in the UK, and around the world.  I am 
delighted to continue my support of the 
university over the coming years as we  
look towards even greater achievements.

This commemorative book celebrates  
what has been achieved by your support.  
None of it would have been possible  
without your remarkable generosity. 

However, whilst we may have addressed 
some of the most immediate challenges 
facing humankind today, there are still  
many more ahead.

As one of our most valued supporters,  
I do hope you will stay with us as we 
continue our pioneering journey. 

Yours truly, 

SIR JOHN MAJOR 
Chairman of the  
World Questions | King’s answers  
Campaign Board

The overwhelming response we  
have had from you – and so many other 
staff, students, alumni and friends in the 
UK and around the world – has had a 
resounding impact, reaching far beyond 
the university itself:  to homes, hospitals, 
educational institutions, businesses, 
charities, policy makers and 
governments across the world.    
SIR JOHN MAJOR
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Throughout our history, King’s College 
London and the institutions with which  
we have merged has been shaped by a long 
and proud history of philanthropy, and  
the World questions | Kingʼs answers 
campaign marked another milestone in this 
rich tradition. Supporters like you have 
made King’s the institution it is today and 
on behalf of all those who have benefited 
from this generosity, thank you. 

As an institution we have a distinguished 
reputation for excellence in research and 
teaching. Many staff and alumni of King’s 
and its partners have made and continue  
to make pivotal contributions to science, 
medicine and public life. 

We introduced the use of antiseptic,  
led the discovery of DNA, and continue  
to push the boundaries of theoretical 
physics. Our position as a world-leading 
research university and reputation for 
collaboration is evident in the projects 
which feature in this book. 

As many of you are aware, I will be  
retiring from my role as Chairman of College 
Council this year. It has been a pleasure to 
play a part in King’s history as my ancestor, 
the first Duke of Wellington, did before me. 
I am proud to be associated with King’s  
and proud that we are changing the world 
through our research, our students, our 
alumni, our supporters and our staff.

FOREWORD  
THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
Supporters like you have made King’s  
the institution it is today and on behalf  
of all those who have benefited from  
this generosity, thank you.

Thank you for your support. 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON  
OBE DL Chairman of  
King’s College London  
Council, 2007–16
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Expert  
scientists and 
clinicians at 
Kingʼs are 
carrying out 
remarkable 
medical 
research and 
pioneering 
treatments  
to benefit 
children with 
life-limiting 
conditions.

CHILD HEALTH
At King's and within our hospital partners we are answering some 
of the biggest questions around disease and disability in babies 
and children. Unique expertise, facilities and partnerships make us 
a world-leader in diagnosing and treating young patients, from the 
womb, through birth, and throughout childhood and adolescence. 

‘ In most cases if we  
were to do nothing,  
the child would not  
have the chance to  
have a normal life.’  
 
Dr Owen Miller,  
Paediatric Cardiologist  
at Evelina London

treatments  
bespoke

youngest patients for the

1514



1716 CHILD HEALTH
BESPOKE TREATMENTS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 
PATIENTS (CONTINUED)

Across multiple sites, scientists and 
clinicians work in close partnership  
driving new developments directly from  
the laboratory to our youngest patients.

Understanding babies' brains
One of King's goals is to reduce the  
number of children who suffer brain  
damage before and after birth. At the  
Centre for the Developing Brain and the 
Newborn Imaging Centre, experts are at the 
forefront of research into brain development 
in newborn babies. Scientists and medics 
work collaboratively to understand the 
causes of brain injury, improve diagnosis  
and develop effective new treatments. 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)  
of developing babies has historically been 
challenging as conventional imaging 
methods are disrupted by normal fetal 
movements in the womb. Researchers at  
the Centre for the Developing Brain have 
developed new techniques to counter the 
effects of motion, enabling the capture of  
full 3D images of the fetal brain. This 
impressive breakthrough allows more 
accurate diagnosis of brain abnormalities 
before birth and is greatly advancing 
research into the development of brain 
structure and function.

Mending broken hearts
Evelina London is a centre of excellence  
for the diagnosis and management of 
congenital heart defects in babies, even  
in the womb. Its fetal cardiology unit is 
uniquely able to assess around 2,000 unborn 
babies a year.  Annually around 10 per cent 
of these babies are found to have heart 
problems. The high-resolution 3D scans 
help hospital staff plan the baby's treatment 
during pregnancy, immediately after birth 
and into childhood, improving their chances 
of survival and offering them the best 
possible quality of life.

Expert scientists and clinicians are carrying out remarkable  
medical research and pioneering treatments to benefit children  
with life-limiting conditions. 
Cutting-edge work is improving the long term outcomes and quality  
of life of these young patients from before they are born, through  
infancy to adulthood - the impact is being felt not just in London,  
but around the world.

440
Evelina London  
performs 440 heart 
operations and 220 
interventions on  
children every year.
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TMS screening acts as an early warning 
system, detecting genetic disorders often 
before symptoms appear. Faster and more 
accurate diagnosis means appropriate 
treatment and care can begin immediately, 
improving patient outcomes and often 
dramatically increasing the survival  
chances of babies who, just a decade ago, 
would almost certainly have died.

The best in multi-disciplinary care
Juvenile arthritis and similar chronic 
conditions are debilitating and painful,  
The George Koukis Paediatric 
Rheumatology Service is a dedicated  
new unit, based within Evelina London 
which offers innovative rehabilitation and 
outreach work for children suffering from 
these and other inflammatory conditions. 

Young patients and their families now have 
access to an expert multidisciplinary team, 
including a consultant, physiotherapist  
and psychologist. The team works 
collaboratively with other health and 
education professionals to provide seamless, 
holistic care tailored to each child’s needs. 

Treatment goes far beyond the  
management of pain using solely  
medication by also focusing on psychology, 
physiotherapy, peer support, and more.  
This novel approach is proving far more 
effective than drugs alone, and is ensuring 
that children living with chronic illnesses 
have a happy and fulfilled childhood.

CHILD HEALTH
BESPOKE TREATMENTS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 
PATIENTS (CONTINUED)

Models of success 
From MRI scans King's experts have  
further pioneered an ingenious technique 
whereby a 3D printer, working from high 
resolution images creates a replica of a 
patient’s heart. Surgeons use the plastic 
replica to examine the organ and even 
rehearse surgery before they operate.

Two-year old Mina was one of the first 
patients to benefit.  Working on a tiny  
3D model of her heart surgeons practised 
how to repair a major congenital defect.  
The surgery was a success and Mina has 
made a full recovery.

In the future the new 18 bed Khoo Teck 
Puat Children’s Cardiac Ward, opening in 
2017, will provide state-of-the-art inpatient 
facilities to further enhance the post-surgery 
care for children like Mina.

Regeneration not replacement
The Variety Children’s Hospital, within 
King’s College Hospital, is a world-leader  
in caring for complex cases of children’s liver 
disease. At only 12 days old the life of a boy 
suffering from the herpes-simplex virus was 
saved by a pioneering procedure developed 
by King’s researchers. With his liver failing 
and other vital organs gravely at risk, he  
was too sick for a liver transplant. Doctors 
injected donor liver cells into his abdomen. 
These cells processed the toxins and 
produced vital proteins, functioning  
like a temporary liver. His condition 
improved, and after two weeks his  
own liver began to recover.

Early detection
Inherited metabolic diseases affect  
around 600 babies in the UK each year,  
left undiagnosed they can lead to dangerous 
imbalances of chemicals in the body, 
causing organ damage, disability and death.

Less than a decade ago children born  
with MCADD – a rare genetic disorder – 
were often undiagnosed at birth and  
rarely survived to see their first birthday.  
Thanks to the leading work of King’s 
biochemists and sophisticated tandem  
mass spectrometer (TMS) technology,  
new methods of screening newborn blood 
has led to major breakthroughs in 
diagnosing rare disease. 

‘ The value of clinical research is that 
we can look after the children in front 
of us today, and those that are coming 
next year, as well as is possible.’

Professor David Edwards,  
Director, Centre of the Developing Brain.

Picture Caption:

(Opposite page, 
clockwise from  
top left)
The Lion Ward 
sensory room at 
King’s College 
Hospital, 3-D 
heart model
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Treating peanut allergy – with peanuts
One in 50 children in the UK and US 
develops peanut allergy, and cases have 
more than doubled in the past 10 years.  
For some the reaction can be life-
threatening – a constant source of worry.  

King's researchers carried out the world's 
largest clinical study into peanut allergy, 
focusing on 640 infants at high-risk of 
developing the condition. They were 
randomly assigned to completely avoid 
peanuts, or to eat peanut products at least 
three times a week from babyhood until  
the age of five. Amazingly, less than 1 per 
cent of those who consumed peanuts 
developed peanut allergy by age five, 
compared with more than 17 per cent  
in the avoidance group. 

The study proved that early exposure  
to peanuts is highly effective in preventing 
allergy. It has led to a complete turnaround 
in global health guidelines, which 
previously advised against giving peanuts  
to young children with a high allergy risk. 

Now and in the Future
We're able to do more for sick children 
today than ever before, but there is still  
more to be done. With growing demand on 
children’s services and many more children 
needing highly specialised surgeries and 
therapies,  the generosity of our donors has 
ensured that we can continue to develop 
new techniques and technologies to treat 
sick babies and children – in London  
and worldwide.

80%
This represents a greater  
than 80 per cent reduction  
in the prevalence of peanut 
allergy and proves that  
early exposure to peanuts  
is an effective strategy in  
preventing allergy from 
developing in children.

CHILD HEALTH
BESPOKE TREATMENTS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 
PATIENTS (CONTINUED)

‘ The future of children’s liver 
disease is regeneration not 
replacement. Through research 
we want to see an end to liver 
transplantation and instead  
help patient livers to repair and 
regenerate, giving the child the 
best chance of a long, healthy life.’

  Professor Anil Dhawan, Consultant Paediatric 
Hepatologist, King’s College Hospital & Clinical 
Director Child Health, King’s Health Partners



STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS  
AND SUPPORT
King's attracts some of the best and brightest 
students and donations are vital to their success. 
Support from donations ensures that students are 
able to focus on their studies, engage fully in university 
life, and in many cases contribute to some of the most 
promising areas of research. Philanthropy is 
developing the leaders of tomorrow. 

1.5k
Through the World 
questions | King’s 
 answers campaign you,  
our supporters, have 
created new scholarships 
and bursaries for 1,500 
students, each year.

Your gifts help 
King’s support  
the brightest 
and best 
students, 
helping them 
fulfil their 
potential, 
whatever their 
circumstances. 

the giftof

education  

2322



2524 STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND SUPPORT THE GIFT 
OF EDUCATION FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS
(CONTINUED)

Student support has attracted more donations 
than any other area of the university’s work 
during the World questions | King’s answers 
campaign. The King’s community has come 
together in its thousands to help transform the 
lives and realise the potential of those who have 
the talent and ability to study here, regardless  
of their background or financial need.

Your gifts help King’s support the brightest 
and best students, helping them fulfil their 
potential, whatever their circumstances. 
And your immense generosity is enabling  
us to offer scholarships and bursaries to  
more students than ever before. 

Student voices throughout the Campaign 
Samantha Oji was working part time to 
support herself through a medical degree, 
but as the course progressed she found the 
demands of her studies left no time for paid 
employment. A bursary from a King’s 
alumna allowed her to focus on her 
education and complete an elective 
placement. Samantha received an award  
for her outstanding academic attainment 
and successfully applied for a highly 
competitive Academic Foundation 
Programme in medical education. She 
hopes to pursue a career in dermatology.

Nicole Robinson, had long desired to move 
to London and pursue her career in nursing, 
and was delighted to learn of the PGDip 
pre-registration Child Nursing course at 
King’s. Without the support of a scholarship 

A world-class education  
in the world’s greatest city
Living and studying in the heart of  
London is an education in itself. King’s 
students have the best museums, galleries 
and theatres in the world on their doorstep. 
They also benefit from wonderful 
opportunities to connect with and learn  
from leading experts in the fields of culture, 
politics, business, healthcare and finance.

This most dynamic and cosmopolitan  
of cities is, unsurprisingly, also one of the 
most expensive in the world, which can  
be a deterrent to studying here. For many 
talented students your support is a passport 
to a world-class education that might 
otherwise be out of reach.

this is not an opportunity Nicole  
would have been able to pursue.

A scholarship provided by a King’s Fellow 
enabled Robert Durdin to move to London 
to study for an MA in History, surrounded 
by the city’s rich historical resources and 
networks. A specialist in gay and lesbian 
economic history, he is planning a thesis 
looking at the corporatisation of Gay Pride, 
and is considering a career in politics.

Mark Hintze is a talented young research 
scientist who had to work night shifts in a 
supermarket to fund his undergraduate 
degree. Thanks to a three-year scholarship 
funded by a legacy gift, Mark is now 
dedicating his time and intellect to studying 
embryonic development of the eye and ear, 
to aid understanding of congenital anomalies.

Umesh Kumar is the first recipient of a 
generous new scholarship for Mathematics 
PhD students, funded through a legacy gift 
from the family of an alumna. As well as 
studying mathematical finance, he is 
delivering lectures, seminars and tutorials, 
passing on his learning to the next generation.

One King’s scholar is already world-famous, 
even before he has completed his studies.  
A prodigiously talented and hugely popular 
concert pianist, Ji Liu won the Pinault piano 
competition in New York at the age of  
13 and his debut album Piano Reflections 
topped the UK classical music chart. When 
not touring or recording, he is undertaking  
a practical PhD project that combines 
academic study with performance in the 
Music Department at King’s, funded by  
a generous supporter.

Picture Caption:

Dr Oji, being 
presented a 
stethoscope by 
Professor J. Rymer

Who will be the leaders of tomorrow  
in healthcare, law, education and business? 

Who will make the next major breakthrough  
in the treatment of cancer or the fight against terrorism? 

Thanks to your support, the answers may  
well be current King’s students.

Thanks to you, our most able scholars from 
around the globe are able to focus on their 
studies and get the most out of university life. 
Free to immerse themselves in their learning, 
they achieve the best possible degree – 
leading to the greatest career opportunities. 

It’s not just individual students who benefit 
from scholarships; it’s the university and 
wider society too. Your support helps King’s 
attract students from diverse backgrounds, 
enriching university life and encouraging 
people from all walks of life into positions of 
leadership and influence in the future. In this 
way, you help the university achieve its mission 
of serving society in the UK and abroad.

‘  Itʼs because of incredible  
people like you that people 
like me with hardship 
manage to sail through 
medical school, despite  
the obstacles… 

Thank you for making  
my biggest dream possible. 
Today I am writing to  
you as Dr Oji.’ 
 
Dr Samantha Oji  
(Medicine, King's College London, 2015) 



2726 Picture Caption:

Department of 
Classics on The 
Jamie Rumble 
Memorial Fund 
trip to Rome

Enriching university life  
and students’ lives
Your support of our extra-curricular 
activities enhances the university 
experience – and the future prospects –  
of all of our students. King’s vibrant 
programme of events and wide range of 
student societies complement and broaden 
students’ learning and enrich university  
life for all who study here, as well as  
helping the university connect with  
the wider community.

King’s encourages students to participate  
in internships, electives and study abroad 
placements. These opportunities can be 
life-changing, expanding young people’s 
personal and academic horizons, preparing 
them for the global stage, and boosting their 
employability. But worries about travel and 

accommodation costs and turning down 
paid work can put them out of reach for 
some. Your philanthropy enables students  
to benefit, whatever their financial means.

On behalf of all our students, thank you  
for the many generous ways in which you 
support King’s. Your enduring gifts support 
the education of this generation and those  
to come, building on the university’s long 
and rich tradition of philanthropy.

Thanks to you, King’s is able to attract  
the finest students and give them a 
wonderfully rounded education and  
global outlook. Thanks to you, they  
may go on to change the world.

 106
In 2015, your support 
enabled 106 medical  
and dental students  
to undertake elective 
placements 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND SUPPORT THE GIFT 
OF EDUCATION FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS
(CONTINUED)

‘ Gifts such as this are 
absolutely vital. Of course, 
they provide the stipend  
and a proportion of the 
research costs, but there are 
other less obvious benefits.  
For example, they help the 
department to attract some  
of the brightest students  
and train them as future 
leaders in the field.’

  Professor Andrea Streit,  
Dean for Research, Dental Institute  
& Mark Hintze's supervisor 



CANCER
Amazing things are happening in cancer research and treatment 
development at King’s. Scientists, clinicians and academics are 
working together to develop new treatments, improve patient  
care and hasten the translation of scientific discovery into 
personalised medicine.

With your  
support, the 
university 
and its 
hospital 
partners  
have become  
a leader  
of innovation  
in the study  
and treatment  
of cancer.

against

battlewinning the 

cancer  

1of 3
In 2015 King’s Health 
Partners was awarded 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Centre status by the 
Organisation of European 
Cancer Institutes. 

We are one of just three  
UK organisations to hold 
this globally respected title.

2928



2928 CANCER RESEARCH  
AND TREATMENT
WINNING THE BATTLE 
AGAINST CANCER
(CONTINUED)

King’s and its healthcare partners couldn’t 
be better placed to answer these questions. 
With your support, the university and its 
hospital partners have become a leader of 
innovation in the study and treatment of 
cancer. Our research-driven approach and 
large, diverse patient base mean we’re at  
the forefront of developing new therapies 
and improving outcomes.

One of the most eagerly anticipated 
developments in this field is the opening  
of the new £160m Cancer Centre at Guy’s 
Hospital this autumn. This state-of-the- 
art facility will bring together the brightest 
scientific minds and best clinicians, 
transforming cancer care and research. 

Professor Ghulam Mufti of King’s Division 
of Cancer Studies leads a team developing  
a vaccine to prevent the return of acute 
myeloid leukaemia. The vaccine is made  
of leukaemia cells collected from the patient 
and then specially engineered so that they 
are recognised as foreign by the body’s 
immune system. The technique essentially 
focuses and boosts the immune system to 
destroy the cancer cells. Initial results show 
patients suffering no side effects. 

Now at the trial stage, the vaccine is an 
exciting example of personalised medicine: 
treating a disease using an individual’s cells 
rather than prescribing pills.

By integrating treatment with clinical 
research, the new Cancer Centre could  
halve the 15 years it currently takes to get  
new treatments from lab to bedside. It will be  
home to the Experimental Oncology Institute, 
and an estimated 30 per cent of patients will 
participate in clinical trials, speeding up the 
search for better treatments and cures. 

Pioneering a vaccine to treat leukaemia
Acute myeloid leukaemia most commonly 
affects people aged over 60 and is becoming 
increasingly prevalent in our ageing society. 
Although it is treatable, it frequently returns. 
The conventional treatment is a bone marrow 
transplant, but afterwards nearly 60 per cent 
of patients aged 60-plus will relapse.

Tackling prostate cancer  
with research… and robots
Prostate cancer is the most common  
cancer in males, diagnosed in 43,000  
men in the UK each year. 

Even though it can be treated through 
surgery, radiotherapy or hormone therapy, 
these may cause distressing side-effects and 
in up to a third of cases the cancer returns. 
King’s researchers are committed to finding 
new, safe and effective treatment options. 

One promising possibility is Metformin,  
a drug currently used to treat type 2 
diabetes, which may halt progression of 
prostate cancer. A trial at King’s, entirely 
funded by philanthropic support, aims  

to provide enough preliminary data to  
allow large-scale clinical testing. 

Such research can take place at  
King’s because of the large numbers  
of patients in our urology and oncology 
departments and the unique expertise  
and international connections of  
our research team. King’s large and  
ethnically diverse patient body, and 
expertise in prostate cancer research,  
make us attractive to pharmaceutical  
and biotechnology companies as a  
site for global trials.

Currently, the standard treatment  
for prostate cancer is a radical  
prostatectomy – removal of the  
prostate. This is a complex procedure  

Picture Caption:

(Clockwise  
from top left)
Picture caption 
goes here across 
three or four lines.

Of all the questions facing mankind, those around cancer  
are surely among the most emotive and the most urgent.  
Why are one in two of us diagnosed with cancer at some  
point during our life? And how can we build on our tremendous  
successes in fighting some cancers to tackle those that  
remain resistant to treatment?

43k
Prostrate cancer is  
the most common cancer 
in males, diagnosed in 
43,000 men in the UK  
each year.

which has a high risk of leaving patients 
incontinent or impotent. 

King’s in partnership with Guy’s and  
St Thomas’ Hospitals offers an alternative: 
surgery carried out using a tiny and 
highly-sensitive robotic instrument, 
equipped with a high-definition 3D  
camera and controlled via a computer. 
Robotic surgery allows surgeons to remove 
tumours more efficiently, with a lower chance 
of infection or life-changing side effects.  
It also reduces the risk of the cancer returning.

Robotic surgery isn’t just effective in treating 
prostate cancer. Guy’s surgeons are also using 
it to remove bladder tumours, perform kidney 
transplants and carry out plastic surgery.

£160m
The new £160m  
Cancer Centre will  
treat 6,500 new cancer 
patients each year.
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A non-toxic treatment for tumours
A very recent and very exciting development 
is the trial of a vaccine that could potentially 
enable the immune system to combat 
advanced cancer in patients with any  
kind of solid tumour. King’s scientists in 
collaboration with partners is testing the 
effectiveness and safety of the vaccine, 
which works by resembling the natural 
immune responses generated by the body 
against bacterial and viral infections.

The vaccine is based on fragments  
of a key cancer protein. It is a form of 
immunotherapy, stimulating the body’s 
immune system to fight the cancer.  
A unique feature of this study is the use  
of additional agents to prevent patients’ 
regulatory immune cells inhibiting the 
body’s response to the vaccine.

All thanks to you
Cancer touches almost all of us,  
either directly or indirectly. Without 
philanthropic support, King’s many 
successes in treating different cancers  
simply wouldn’t have happened.  
The advances of which we’re so proud  
– advances that are improving and 
lengthening the lives of patients in the  
UK and worldwide – have been driven  
by the support of charities, fundraisers  
and benefactors. Thanks to you, King’s  
is a beacon in the study and treatment of 
cancer, locally, nationally and globally.

CANCER RESEARCH  
AND TREATMENT
WINNING THE BATTLE 
AGAINST CANCER
(CONTINUED)

Picture Caption:

(Clockwise  
from top left)
Picture caption 
goes here across 
three or four lines.

‘ To be part of the trial  
has changed my life for  
the better. It’s been a very 
positive experience and  
really interesting. I feel 
honoured to be involved.  
You get the best treatment 
anyway at Guy’s but  
it’s fantastic to be part  
of something that could  
be groundbreaking.’ 
 
Kelly Potter, cervical cancer  
patient and trial participant

Beating breast cancer  
in the lab and on the ward
With 50,000 cases diagnosed each  
year, breast cancer is the most common 
cancer in women in the UK. Advances  
in medical science have dramatically 
improved survival rates over the past 
generation, but some forms of the  
disease remain resistant to treatment. 

Every year around 1500 women are 
diagnosed with triple negative breast  
cancer (TNBC), which is particularly 
aggressive and likely to recur. A gene 
mutation in TNBC cancer cells means  
they are unable to repair themselves  
and so do not respond well to the  
usual cancer treatments. 

Professor Andrew Tutt and his team of 
breast cancer research specialists at King’s 
are testing a treatment called Carboplatin 
chemotherapy, which works by directly 
targeting and killing the cancer cells while 
leaving healthy cells unharmed. It is the first 
clinical application of a principle known as 
‘synthetic lethality’, in which two different 
DNA repair mechanisms are disabled.  
As healthy cells are unaffected, there are 
fewer side effects for patients.

PhD student Nirmesh Patel is also  
tackling TNBC. His research involves 
removing a protein that causes TNBC 
cancer cells to cluster. When this protein  
is taken away the cancer cells fall apart. 
Crucially, this approach has minimal 
toxicity for the rest of the body. 

‘ We have been pioneering  
robotic surgery in the UK  
for 10 years and the next  
10 will be even more exciting. 
Robotic surgery has lots of 
advantages over traditional  
open surgery. The incisions  
are smaller so patients recover 
quicker and can go home sooner, 
and the risk of infection  
is lower.’ 
 
Professor Prokar Dasgupta,  
consultant urological surgeon,  
and Chair of Robotic Surgery  
and Urological Innovation 

1 in 2
One in two people are 
diagnosed with cancer at 
some point in their life.



GLOBAL INSTITUTES
King’s four Global Institutes are giving new insights into the  
world’s most dynamic powers and economies. Their visionary  
work influences policy nationally and internationally, driving  
change and reorienting our world view.

King’s Global 
Institutes form  
an important  
new global 
network – one 
based not on  
power but on 
knowledge. 

Understanding the

world’s risingpowers‘ Studying at King’s China 
Institute has allowed me  
to enjoy the richness and 
variety of this dynamic 
capital city and prestigious 
university which is known 
the world over.'

Ziyuan Ao, MSc China  
& Globalisation student
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The four Institutes are leading global 
thinktanks on these emerging nations,  
at the forefront of knowledge on all four 
countries’ development and affairs.  
They engage with India, China, Brazil  
and Russia on an equal and reciprocal  
basis – and encourage others to do so too – 
promoting understanding of the people  
and ideas that are reshaping our world. 

King’s Global Institutes form an  
important new global network – one  
based not on power but on knowledge. 
Their unique work attracts talented 
undergraduates and postgraduates who  
will have international influence as 
organisational leaders and foreign policy 
advisors over the next two generations.

Chambers of Commerce (FICCI) and 
Ministry of Culture, amongst others. It also 
enjoys a longstanding academic partnership 
with Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)  
in Delhi, with PhD students benefiting  
from a two-way exchange programme.

The Director of the India Institute, Professor 
Sunil Khilnani, is also the first holder of the 
prestigious position of Avantha Chair. He is 
responsible for advancing the Institute’s goal 
of becoming the leading international centre 
for the study of contemporary India. 

The India Institute was chosen by the 
Indian government to host a new Tagore 
Centre for Global Thought to further  
the spirit of the Bengali philosopher and 
polymath Rabindranath Tagore among 
academics and the public. Opened in  

As well as offering specialised  
programmes of study, the Institutes  
engage in cross-department teaching  
and organise a lively schedule of public 
events. Together, they enrich university  
life and help prepare King’s students for 
success in today’s global society.

Through innovative teaching, cutting- 
edge research, high-profile events and 
high-level partnerships, the Institutes’ 
impact is felt across King’s and throughout 
the UK, the four nations and the wider 
world. Their staff and researchers  
advise and train ambassadors, diplomats, 
governments and business leaders, guiding 
development policy and enhancing King’s 
influence nationally and internationally. 

2013, its activities include a distinguished 
lecture series, visiting fellowships, PhD 
scholarships, seminars and film screenings.

China
King’s has a long history of connections 
with China stretching back to the 
university’s first Professorial Chair in 
Chinese in the 1840s. The Lau China 
Institute, established in 2008, has become 
an important forum for discussion on 
contemporary China and its impact on 
world affairs. It is playing an increasingly 
influential role in addressing some of the 
most pressing global challenges for leaders 
and policy-makers. 

With degree courses covering Chinese 
politics, society, governance, international 
relations, culture, business and economy,  

the Lau China Institute is a leading centre 
for research and teaching on contemporary 
China. Its academics have far-reaching links 
with organisations in China, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Taiwan across academia, 
government, science, business and the arts.

The institute’s busy events programme 
includes film screenings, public talks and 
research seminars. It also hosts the annual 
Chinese Visual Festival, a celebration of 
documentary, fiction and experimental film. 

Brazil
Since 2008 the Brazil Institute has been 
nurturing and encouraging the study of 
modern Brazilian society, politics, culture 
and economy in the UK. This lively centre 
works across academic disciplines to 
develop Brazil-related research and 

India
The India Institute is committed to  
building India’s capacity to address global 
issues. As well as fostering long-range 
thinking on the country’s most profound 
dilemmas, it aims to deepen international 
understanding of the distinctive character  
of India’s growth and its challenges. Its 
activities encompass research and scholarship, 
cross-faculty teaching, policy debate, and 
public engagement in arts and culture. 

The India Institute collaborates closely  
with partners in India, Europe and worldwide. 
It has strong links with the government, 
academic, media and corporate sectors in 
India, and is supported by the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Federation of Indian 

Over the past decade King’s has established four  
Global Institutes to examine some of the fundamental  
questions that will shape the world for future generations –  
questions around political, economic and cultural  
influence in the 21st century and beyond. 
The Institutes focus on contemporary developments in  
Brazil, Russia, India and China, which are fast-changing and  
complex countries. rapidly becoming major world powers.

BBC 
When broadcaster and 
travel writer Michael Palin 
returned from filming his 
Brazil series for the BBC  
in 2013, he spoke at King’s 
Brazil Institute about his 
experiences there and his 
views on the country.

Picture Caption:
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three or four lines.
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Brazil-focused programmes of study. 
Through these activities, and as part of  
the College’s broader internationalisation 
strategy, it contributes to a growing 
interdisciplinary interest in Brazil  
among King’s students and academics.

The activities of the Brazil Institute, like 
those of the other global institutes, span 
King’s academic faculties, professional 
services and cultural life. Its wide-ranging 
work is helping to develop relationships  
with Brazilian and international partners  
in education, the cultural and creative 
sectors, business and government, 
furthering the university’s commitment  
to research that speaks directly to  
global questions and needs.

Changing the world – with your support
All four of King’s global institutes depend  
on benefactors’ support to fund fellowships, 
scholarships and visiting academic experts. 
Generous backing from corporations, trusts 
and individuals has already led to 
groundbreaking international work. 

Generous funding has enabled researchers 
in London to evaluate the impact of traffic 
emissions – and specifically low-emission 
zones – on children’s respiratory health. 
This research is being shared with 
counterparts in China. We also have 
Chinese PhD and post-doctoral students 
studying subjects ranging from traditional 
Chinese medicine to Imaging Science at 

King’s. Meanwhile, corporate support  
is enabling postgraduate students from 
King’s to pursue their studies in Brazil,  
in fields such as politics, economics, 
healthcare and culture. 

As the century unfolds, this type of 
cross-national study involving emerging 
powers will become increasingly important. 
With your support, King’s will remain  
at its forefront.

GLOBAL INSTITUTES
UNDERSTANDING  
THE WORLD’S RISING 
POWERS (CONTINUED)

Russia
Complex contemporary politics, growing 
economic power, new openness and global 
integration are transforming Russia’s 
relationship with the rest of the world.  
The opportunities and challenges of 
understanding this vast country have  
never been greater. 

Opened in 2013, King’s Russia Institute 
provides a focal point for Russia-related 
activities across academic disciplines. It 
coordinates and develops Russia-related 
research and Russian-focused programmes 
of study at King’s, while also building links 
with Russian organisations in education,  
the cultural and creative sectors, business 
and government.

The Russia Institute supports cutting-edge 
interdisciplinary research on Russian society 
and the country’s place and impact in global 
affairs. Working in tandem with the other 
King’s global institutes, it is a lively hub for 
discussion and debate.

The Institute is fortunate to have some  
of the foremost authorities on Russian affairs 
among its staff. These leading voices have 
taken part in the dialogue around issues such 
as the ongoing political crisis in Ukraine, 
Russia’s role in the Syria crisis, the 
economics of Russian gas and oil, and the 
controversial leadership of President Putin. 

‘ My work motivated me to  
return to academic study at  
the Brazil Institute to deepen my 
understanding of public policy, 
economics, cultural theory  
and research methodologies….  
[The] scholarship has provided  
me with financial reassurance  
whilst allowing me to focus  
on my studies.’

Jody Gillett, MA Brazil in  
Global Perspective student



THE DICKSON POON SCHOOL OF LAW
The World questions | King’s answers campaign has been a catalyst  
for unprecedented expansion and development at The Dickson Poon School  
of Law. Prestigious new premises, distinguished new staff, and the largest  
scholarship programme of its kind in Europe have transformed legal  
education at King’s for the benefit of students and the good of global law. 

transformation for one of the   world’s   bestlaw schools

A 

The School's 
research can 
now boldly 
claim to be  
the best in 
Britain.  
Its faculty, 
students, 
facilities and 
research have 
created a  
new legal 
powerhouse in 
the heart of 
London. 

'I owe so much of the 
inspiration for my academic 
achievements to staff at 
King’s and I feel privileged to 
be able to pursue my research 
alongside them. However, 
returning to King’s is a choice 
I would not have been able  
to make if it were not for the 
generous Dickson Poon 
Scholarship.’

Estelle Marks, Dickson Poon PhD Scholar
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The £40million metamorphosis includes a 
new name – The Dickson Poon School of 
Law – and a prestigious new home within 
Somerset House East Wing. This iconic  
and historic building is ideally situated at  
the centre of the British legal world, with 
Parliament, government departments, the 
Royal Courts of Justice and major global law 
firms all within walking distance. 

Alongside state-of-the-art teaching facilities 
and learning spaces, there is now a full-size 
Moot Court on campus. Mooting, whereby 
law students compete in a mock appeal 
hearing – is a crucial part of legal education, 
helping would-be lawyers develop oratory 
skills that will give them a competitive edge 
in the jobs market. Our new facilities have 
already helped King’s students to success in 
international mooting competitions. 

The Dickson Poon Transnational Law 
Institute has also overseen the launch of a 
PhD Placement Programme to ensure that 
our graduate students do not just excel at 
research – they also learn how to have 
impact in the legal world of the future. 

The world’s best legal minds
The Dickson Poon School of Law  
boasts one of the world’s most distinguished 
research and teaching reputations, with 
leading international experts working across 
the School. Staff push the boundaries of 
academic thought and continually innovate 
across legal teaching and related disciplines. 

The School’s global reputation as  
a centre for academic excellence is 
attracting top legal minds from institutions 
around the world. Our faculty advise 

A global powerhouse
Launched in 2014, the Dickson Poon 
Transnational Law Institute has swiftly 
become a global hub of interdisciplinary 
teaching and research. It brings emerging 
and established academics together to work 
on solutions to some of the most pressing 
legal challenges – including through its 
innovative Methods Labs and Signature 
Lectures series. 

The Institute exemplifies the School’s 
innovative approach to the study and 
practice of law, which transcends 
jurisdictional boundaries and the classic 
divide between public and private law.  
It has already established three forward-
thinking new postgraduate programmes  
in International Dispute Resolution, 
Transnational Law, and Global Justice.

governments, serve on commissions and 
public bodies and are seconded to major 
organisations. Their expertise extends 
across all levels of policy-making bodies  
in the UK, Europe and across the world. 

The Dickson Poon Distinguished Visitors 
Programme enables eminent leaders from 
the business world, academia, the judiciary, 
government and the third sector to take up  
a period of residence in The Dickson Poon 
School of Law. Their significant contribution 
to research and teaching is just one of the 
ways in which we deliver an enhanced 
learning experience.

The School is immensely fortunate to  
have two respected and influential former 
Lord Chief Justices – The Rt Hon Lord 
Phillips of Worth Matravers and The Rt 
Hon Lord Judge of Draycote – as Dickson 

Nurturing talent
The Dickson Poon School of Law  
aims to attract students of the very highest 
calibre. Thanks to generous supporters there 
is an extensive scholarship programme 
which rewards academic excellence, 
relieves hardship and enhances the  
student experience. 

The Dickson Poon Scholarship  
Programme is the largest of its kind in 
Europe. Supporting the most talented 
students irrespective of their background,  
it is – unsurprisingly – highly competitive. 
Applicants go through a rigorous selection 
process, with scholarships awarded not just 
on the basis of academic excellence,  
but also outstanding leadership  
potential and ambition. 

Picture Caption:

Essex Court  
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Supreme Court

30
The School has  
established new,  
and strengthened  
existing, international 
partnerships with  
more than 30 world-
renowned universities.

Poon Distinguished Visitors. Their wide 
and active participation in the life of the 
school is not only a great benefit to students, 
but also serves the legal world through their 
ongoing involvement in guiding and 
developing UK and international policy.  
On top of his commitments to the School, 
Lord Phillips joined a panel of world-leading 
experts as part of the United Nations Global 
Compact Business for the Rule of Law 
Project Steering Group. The Steering 
Group comprises of several distinguished 
practitioners and has been assembled to 
develop a new framework which will 
complement and reinforce UN goals  
within   the global business community.

Established in 1831, the School at King's is one of the oldest and most 
respected in England. Thanks to the World questions | King’s answers 
campaign it has undergone a remarkable transformation.
The School's research can now boldly claim to be the best in Britain. 
Its faculty, students, facilities and research have created a new legal 
powerhouse in the heart of London. 
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School of thought
Through its innovative Thought Salon  
series, The Dickson Poon School of Law  
is addressing some of the most complex 
challenges facing legal professionals and 
global society today. These high-level 
seminars bring together leaders from 
business, government, the legal world, 
academia and the third sector for frank  
and engaging dialogue.

One series of salons entitled  
‘Conversations on Law and War’, 
conducted in partnership with the  
Foreign and Commonwealth Office,  
united key thinkers and policymakers  
to debate international law and armed 

conflict. Others have attracted leaders  
from the UN, governments and 
international charities, as well as leading 
legal practitioners, to discuss issues of  
global importance in the 21st century,  
such as climate change and disaster relief. 

Ranked first in the UK for research 
King’s is immensely proud that The 
Dickson Poon School of Law was ranked 
top in the UK for world-leading research in 
the Research Excellence Framework (REF) 
in December 2014. The REF is the UK 
government’s five-yearly audit of research, 
and is the most important indicator of 
research quality and impact in the UK. 

A bright future
The Dickson Poon School of Law is  
setting new standards for legal education 
and research in the 21st century, preparing 
the legal practitioners of the future for 
careers in an increasingly connected and 
globalised world. Because of your support, 
their future is bright – and so is the School’s.

THE DICKSON POON  
SCHOOL OF LAW
A RENAISSANCE FOR ONE 
OF THE WORLD’S BEST 
LAW SCHOOLS
(CONTINUED)

90%
The 2014 National Student 
Survey, revealed a 90% 
overall satisfaction  
rate for the School’s 
undergraduate law 
programmes. Academic 
support and teaching 
rated especially highly. 

‘ I am the first woman  
going to university… 
thank you again to the 
 late Mr Norman Spink for 
establishing this generous 
scholarship and for giving 
me the chance to study at 
one of the world’s best 
universities.’ 

  Anjali Jeet, first recipient of the  
Norman Spink Scholarship Fund 



NEUROSCIENCE
From autism to dementia, epilepsy to Parkinson’s, neurological and psychiatric disorders 
are cruel and debilitating – and one in three people will suffer from one in their lives.

The Maurice Wohl Clinical Neuroscience Institute is situated at the heart of a thriving 
clinical campus, that is home to many world-leading experts, houses the best equipment 
and provides access to millions of patients.  

The Maurice  
Wohl Clinical 
Neuroscience 
Institute is part  
of King’s Institute 
of Psychiatry, 
Psychology & 
Neuroscience 
(IoPPN),  
King’s is world 
leading and 
internationally 
renowned for  
its expertise in 
neuroscience.

success
in mind...

with 
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Their workplace is a state-of-the-art 
research Institute adjacent to King’s College 
Hospital. The building’s design focuses on 
connectivity and partnership – encouraging 
scientists and clinicians to share ideas, 
expertise and resources to tackle some  
of the most challenging conditions  
affecting our community .

A world leader
The Maurice Wohl Clinical Neuroscience 
Institute is part of King’s Institute of 
Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience 
(IoPPN), King’s is world leading and 
internationally renowned for its expertise  
in neuroscience. The Institute of Psychiatry, 
Psychology and Neuroscience (IoPPN) is 

Europe’s largest centre for research and 
postgraduate education in these fields, 
training more mental health professionals 
than any other institution in the UK.

Stem cell breakthroughs
Scientists at The Maurice Wohl Clinical 
Neuroscience Institute lead the world in 
stem cell research that may one day provide 
a cure for people with neurodegenerative 
disorders. Professor Jack Price and his 
research team have shown that neural stem 
cells have the ability to become any of the 
cells that make up brain tissue.  Our teams 
are developing stem cell therapies to help  
the brain recover after a stroke. 

The team’s work is also enhancing 
understanding of autistic spectrum disorders.  

Using “induced stem cells, turning  
them into brain cells and studying their 
development, they are gaining new insights 
into the growth of healthy and autistic brains. 

Answers in the genes
The facility’s researchers are at the  
forefront of study into genetic factors in 
neurological conditions. The pioneering 
work of Professor Chris Shaw and his  
team in identifying genes that cause motor 
neurone disease is helping to prevent future 
generations from developing this cruel  
and incurable condition. By having IVF 
treatment with embryos screened through 
pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD), 
prospective parents who carry the defective 
genes can ensure they are not passed on  
to their children.

Picture Caption:

HRH  
The Princess 
Royal being 
introduced to 
students and  
staff by Professor 
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Wohl Clinical 
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2015
The Maurice Wohl Clinical 
Neuroscience Institute  
was officially opened  
on 30 June 2015 by  
HRH The Princess Royal. 

Opened in June 2015, The Maurice Wohl Clinical Neuroscience  
Institute brings together the collective strength of  almost  
200 world-leading scientists across the fields of neuroimaging, 
neurology, psychiatry, genetics, molecular and cellular biology,  
and drug discovery. 
For the first time, a quarter of King’s brain science community  
are innovating in one location and together advancing global  
knowledge of neurological and psychiatric disorders. 
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The best medicines
Drug repositioning can fast-track new 
medication to patients.  Scientists at  
The Maurice Wohl Clinical Neuroscience 
Institute are working on a trial of a diabetes 
drug that could potentially be repositioned 
to treat symptoms of dementia.

King’s researchers helped demonstrate that 
100mg of Riluzole a day can prolong life in 
motor neurone disease. This drug is now a 
licensed treatment for MND around the 
world and available throughout the UK.

‘Our son was the first child  
in the UK conceived through  
PGD for motor neurone 
disease… It’s just amazing to 
know that he’s OK and he won’t 
go through this horrible illness.’

Linda, whose family has suffered  
with MND for three generations

Making a difference
Everyone involved with The Maurice Wohl 
Clinical Neuroscience Institute is indebted 
to those who have contributed so generously 
towards this wonderful new facility and its 
trailblazing work. Our scientists and 
clinicians are working together in the best 
possible environment to develop radical new 
therapies for neurological and psychiatric 
disorders, bringing hope to millions around 
the world and inspiring the next generation 
of neuroscientists.

1in3
people will suffer  
from a neurological or  
psychiatric disorder. 



PALLIATIVE CARE
The Cicely Saunders Institute is a unique global centre 
for palliative care policy and practice. It leads the world 
in palliative and end-of-life care, research and education, 
improving the quality of life of millions of patients and 
their families around the world.

82%
Half a million people  
in the UK die each year.  
It’s estimated that up  
to 82% of them need 
palliative care. 

Our  
pioneering  
work in this  
field is preventing 
and relieving  
the suffering of 
millions of patients 
and their families 
worldwide.

care
towards the

compassionate  

end of life
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Palliative care helps with management  
of pain and other symptoms, as well as 
addressing the patient’s psychological,  
social and spiritual needs. The goal is the 
best possible quality of life for patients  
and their families – whatever the  
medical prognosis. 

Palliative care has long been an overlooked 
and underfunded area of healthcare, but  
it is becoming increasingly important as 
people live longer. Our pioneering work  
in this field is preventing and relieving the 
suffering of millions of patients and their 
families worldwide. 

A unique facility
The Cicely Saunders Institute, on King’s 
Denmark Hill campus, is the world’s first 
purpose-built centre for palliative care 

The Institute also provides world-class 
teaching for the palliative care leaders of 
tomorrow – doctors, nurses and other health 
professionals, undergraduate, postgraduate 
and research students, and international 
visitors. Its wide-ranging work resonates 
with King’s mission to advance knowledge, 
learning and understanding in the  
service of society. 

At the forefront of research
The Cicely Saunders Institute  
carries out major studies that improve  
the care of terminally ill people in the  
UK and worldwide:

practice and research. Opened in 2010,  
it is a fantastic example of how the World 
questions | King’s answers campaign is 
spearheading innovation and changing lives 
for the better – the building was funded 
almost entirely by philanthropic support.

The Institute brings together healthcare 
professionals, academics and community 
organisations under one roof. This talented 
multi-professional team works across  
King’s Healthcare Partners to provide 
evidence-based symptom control and, 
importantly, psychosocial care. Their  
work improves quality of life, facilitates 
choice and ensures patients and carers  
are treated with respect and dignity.

As the global hub for research into palliative 
care, the Cicely Saunders Institute is unique 
in its ability to quickly translate  

Project BuildCARE
Project BuildCARE (Building Capacity, 
Access, Rights and Empowerment) set  
out to better understand the palliative care 
needs of older patients and their families. 
Multi-national studies helped to identify 
good practice, improve access to provision 
and empower patients to make  
informed choices.

The project also builds talent and identify  
skills gaps in the field of palliative care. 
Charitable support enabled the founding  
of the Cicely Saunders International PhD 
Studentships and the Cicely Saunders 
International Faculty Scholarships to  
find and support exceptional individuals  
to become future clinical leaders  
and investigators.

scientific findings into real improvements  
in people’s lives. Patients benefit from  
up-to-the-minute therapies and the very 
best in education, information and support.

For example, the Institute’s work has 
improved pain assessment in patients with 
brain injuries and is helping to measure 
rehabilitation in those with long-term 
neurological conditions. Its Director, 
Professor Irene Higginson, developed the 
revolutionary Palliative Care Outcome 
Scale (POS), now used across the world. 
Through patient and staff questionnaires, 
the POS identifies physical and 
psychological symptoms, practical and 
emotional concerns, spiritual considerations 
and psychosocial needs, promoting  
holistic and individualised care.

‘  As a Parkinson’s 
patient, I welcome the 
OPTCARE Neuro 
study as it will promote 
the taking of a holistic 
approach to treating  
the range of symptoms 
suffered by people  
with Parkinson's 
Disease  or other 
neurological diseases.’

David Charlton,  
Parkinson’s disease patient  
and study participant

‘  What palliative care 
does is puts the person 
first. It looks at them as 
a whole person, rather 
than just as someone 
suffering from a 
particular disease.’

Irene Higginson, Director of the 
Cicely Saunders Institute

What do we do when a patient’s disease  
does not respond to curative treatment? 
The answer is to provide the best possible palliative  
care, giving essential support to them and their loved ones.  
It’s a field in which King’s – through the Cicely Saunders  
Institute – leads the world. Our groundbreaking work in  
London is improving patients’ lives across the globe.

10m
    The neurological 

conditions covered by the 
OPTCARE Neuro study 
effects more than 10 million 
people in the UK alone. 
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worldwide will face the end of their lives 
with better support and in greater comfort.

Dame Cicely Saunders
The Institute is inspired by Dame  
Cicely Saunders, pioneer of the modern 
hospice movement to be a bridge between 
information, education, care and science.  
A former volunteer nurse, she qualified as  
a doctor at St Thomas’ Medical School in 
1957. In 1967 she opened St Christopher’s 
Hospice, the first research and teaching 
hospice linking expert pain and symptom 
control, compassionate care, teaching  
and clinical research. In 2002 in her  
early eighties, Cicely became a Founder  
Trustee and President of the Cicely 
Saunders Foundation (now Cicely 
Saunders International). She died at  
St Christopher’s in 2005.

CICELY SAUNDERS 
INSTITUTE
COMPASSIONATE  
CARE TOWARDS  
THE END OF LIFE
(CONTINUED)

OPTCARE Neuro 
This world-first study is finding out  
whether patients with serious neurological 
conditions, such as Parkinson’s disease, 
multiple sclerosis and motor neurone 
disease, see an improvement in their 
symptoms with earlier palliative care 
intervention. The findings could radically 
transform the way in which millions of 
people with these conditions are treated.

Breathlessness study
Breathlessness is a debilitating symptom 
experienced by patients with a wide range 
of long-term conditions, including many 
cancers, heart failure and motor neurone 
disease. (Try breathing through a straw  
to understand how it feels). It is often 

distressing for patients and their carers, so 
providing effective treatments and specialist 
support can bring huge relief to both. 

King’s research identified a range of  
important interventions, including exercise  
and breathing techniques, effective drugs 
and the use of handheld fans. It inspired the 
Cicely Saunders Institute’s Breathlessness 
Support Service, which is having a 
significant impact on patients’ quality  
and length of life. 

The Cicely Saunders Institute is enabling 
the integration of palliative care research, 
teaching and clinical practice on a scale 
never before achieved. This enormously 
valuable work simply wouldn’t be possible 
without philanthropic support. Your 
generosity means that over the coming 
decade an estimated one billion people 

‘ If one man from  
a poor village in 
India dies without 
pain because of 
what I have done, 
it will all have 
been worthwhile.’

  Cicely Saunders  
OM DBE 1918 – 2005 

‘ You matter 
because you  
are you, and  
you matter in  
all the moments  
of your life’

Cicely Saunders  
OM DBE 1918 – 2005 



5958 AFRICAN LEADERSHIP CENTRE
Leading the way to a  
more peaceful Africa

A new generation of African leaders is making its voice heard.  
The African Leadership Centre is a unique joint venture between 
King’s and the University of Nairobi providing visionary education 
and fostering international collaboration to bring peace, security 
and development across the continent.

Many of the most profound world  
questions of the 21st century centre on 
Africa. How can we promote stability and 
peace in a continent where 40 per cent  
of global conflicts occur? How can stability 
and peace be promoted in a continent where 
40 per cent of global conflicts occur? How 
can a historically fragile economy and 
infrastructure be strengthened? How can 
greater diversity in leadership be encouraged? 

A pan-African centre of excellence in  
peace, security and development, the 
African Leadership Centre (ALC) trains 
and mentors young Africans who have  
the potential to lead and transform their 
communities and countries. Officially 
launched in June 2010 with a unit at King's 
leading the degree-awarding programmes 
and an in-country base in Nairobi, Kenya. 

King’s supports the ALC through  
its influential global connections and  
wide-ranging programmes of study.  
The teaching and research within  
the university’s various departments  
cut across all aspects of the Centre’s 
programmes. King’s visiting lecturers, 
mentors, secondment and research 
opportunities promote knowledge-sharing 
and enhance ALC students’ learning.

The ALC is continually developing new 
and innovative ways to address Africa’s 
challenges, often in partnership with 
influential organisations across the continent 
and worldwide. These include the United 
Nations Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations, the African Union and the 
International Peace Institute, as well as 
many African universities and NGOs.

The Nairobi base is recognised in Kenya  
as a semi-autonomous Educational Trust 
and is run in collaboration by founding 
partners King's College London and the 
University of Nairobi. 

An African-led vision of change
The ALC is developing and empowering a 
new generation of ‘home-grown’ leadership 
talent in Africa. It cultivates emerging 
leaders’ knowledge of issues affecting 
African peace, security and development, 
and supports them in building the skills, 
experience and confidence to inspire and 
drive transformation. Central to its work is 
an African-led vision of change, grounded  
in African realities. 

Training the next generation  
of African leaders
Peace and security practitioners  
confronting challenges on the ground  
in Africa are frequently the last to benefit 
from the latest academic research and 
thinking, and often whatever information 
they do acquire tends to be overloaded  
with differing voices and perspectives  
that fail to resonate with their own. 

The ALC’s Professional Training 
Programme aims to address these  
issues by offering courses based on the 
Centre’s cutting-edge research. Open to 
practitioners working across the continent, 
these offer a distinctly African perspective  
to problem-solving, with participants 
encouraged to draw on their own situations 
and contexts in their studies.

The Centre is also proud of its flagship 
fellowship programme which, thanks to 
benefactors’ support, has enabled the African 
Leadership Centre to train an astounding  
96 African Leadership Fellows, including  
58 Carnegie Fellows. 79 are fully trained  
and many now hold prominent positions  
in governmental organisations, policy 
institutions, NGOs and charities, while 
others have continued in academia. An 
additional 17 are currently in training to 
become fellows. 

This population of alumni forms the basis for a 
critical mass of international leaders and future 
ALC mentors. The ALC fellows are spread 
across the continent and beyond with many 
others engaged in further studies or working 
within specific policy environments across the 
continent. One alumna of particular note is 

Ms Abratha Doe, who was recently 
appointed by Liberia’s President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf and approved by the Senate  
as Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs in  
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Ms Doe has 
committed to using the knowledge gained at 
the ALC in her work and constantly liaises 
with the Centre as a reference point for a 
different approach to leadership. 

All three sets of fellowships – for African 
scholars, African women and regional 
organisations – offer constructive training on 
leadership, peace, security and development. 
Participants receive mentoring in issues 
ranging from conflict resolution to media 
engagement. They also participate in 
simulation seminars (role-play sessions), visit 
key institutions, and put their learning into 
practice through partner organisations.

The Peace and Security Fellowships  
for African Women is ensuring that  
women’s voices are heard by addressing  
the historical under-representation of 
females in leadership positions across Africa, 
particularly in the fields of national security 
and conflict resolution. Through this 
fellowship programme, the ALC is bringing 
increased diversity and new outlooks into 
the future of African leadership, making  
real and lasting changes as a new generation 
of young women participate in and change 
peace and security discourse. 

‘ My training at the ALC  
was a transformational 
experience for my career and 
personal development. At  
the end of my Fellowship I 
became very much aware of 
the issues that policy makers 
are constantly confronted 
with in Africa. What the 
ALC has done is to broaden 
the definition of leadership  
in Africa rather than 
 just narrow it down  
to politicians’

  Phidelia Amery, 32, is currently  
working as a Peace and Security 
Adviser for the Economic Commission 
Of West African States (ECOWAS) 
Commission in Abuja, Nigeria. She  
is a Ghanaian alumna of the ALC  
and attended a US training trip. 



6160 THE YEOH TIONG LAY CENTRE  
FOR POLITICS, PHILOSOPHY & LAW
Transforming legal education  
and practice for the 21st century

The Yeoh Tiong Lay Centre for Politics, Philosophy & Law at 
King’s is revolutionising legal education. With a dedicated Chair, 
unique new degree programme, prestigious scholarships, 
exciting public events and global connections, it is addressing 
pressing legal issues and nurturing the finest legal minds. 

Who will shape the laws of our land, and 
those around the world, as the 21st century 
unfolds? The answer is very likely to be the 
current generation of students at King’s Yeoh 
Tiong Lay Centre for Politics, Philosophy 
and Law, a leading centre for the 
understanding of jurisprudence.

This new Centre is transforming legal 
education in the UK. Bright young minds 
are being drawn to King’s, which is offering 
a radical new way of learning. Rather than 
studying traditional Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics courses followed by a law 
conversion, which can take up to five years 
to complete, The Yeoh Tiong Lay Centre’s 
unique undergraduate degree in Politics, 
Philosophy and Law (PPL) allows students 
to qualify faster, while benefiting from 
relevant and passionate teaching across 

courts and world-leading legal firms, gives 
students’ unrivalled learning opportunities 
and attracts visiting speakers and guest 
lecturers of the highest calibre.

Unique opportunities  
for talented students
The Yeoh Tiong Lay Centre aims to break 
down traditional boundaries in recruitment 
to legal studies, providing access to the best 
legal education on the basis of merit, not 
means. The Centre also has a dedicated 
scholarship programme, the Yeoh Tiong 
Lay LLM Scholarship programme, which 
offers four prestigious scholarships each  
year to outstanding students starting 
postgraduate law studies at King’s. The 
Yeoh Tiong Lay LLM Scholars are selected 
on the basis of their academic excellence, 

three complementary disciplines.

The PPL LLB aims to bridge the gap 
between academic study and public 
decision-making. By placing law in the 
context of its underlying values and 
outcomes, this broad degree programme 
helps students become more creative and 
profound thinkers. Through its 
interdisciplinary teaching and research, they 
explore complex legal questions around 
issues ranging from human rights to 
healthcare, and migration to morality. 

The Yeoh Tiong Lay Centre is based within 
The Dickson Poon School of Law’s 
magnificent new home in Somerset House 
East Wing, at the heart of London’s legal 
world. This inspirational setting, in the 
midst of government departments, law 

ambition and potential to make their mark 
on future society. 

The Centre’s graduates are highly sought 
after by employers across a range of fields. 
Many of them will take a leading role in 
shaping jurisprudence around the world as 
they pursue top-flight careers in law and 
politics in their home countries.

Innovative research, exciting 
collaborations
The Yeoh Tiong Lay Centre is fast 
establishing itself as a leading international 
hub for inquiry into law through the lens of 
politics and philosophy. Its innovative work 
is enhancing King’s reputation as a 
world-leading centre of excellence for 
interdisciplinary teaching and research, as 
well as demonstrating how supporters’ 

philanthropy can have a transformative 
impact on the wider world. 

Partnerships and outreach work are vital to 
the Centre’s success. It enjoys close 
connections with colleagues in The Dickson 
Poon School of Law and across King’s 
departments of Philosophy and Political 
Economy, and is forging exciting 
collaborations with universities in the 
United States, Norway and Singapore. 

In 2015, in a joint venture with The Dickson 
Poon Transnational Law Institute, the 
Centre launched the National Security Law 
Research & Policy Initiative. Focusing on 
counter-terrorism, digital surveillance and 
other issues relating to national security, this 
project examines the latest research and 
policy solutions through lectures, workshops 

‘ Thanks to the scholarship,  
I could dedicate sufficient  
time to my studies, engage in 
extra-curricular activities, 
and meet brilliant lawyers 
from all over the world;  
the multicultural exchange 
enriched both my personal  
and profession development. 
For me, this scholarship is  
not only a gift, it is also my 
obligation to help enable  
others to fulfil their dreams’

  Anastasia Maltseva,  
Yeoh Tiong Lay LLM Scholar 

53
The Yeoh Tiong Lay  
Centre is proudly 
multi-national. In its first 
two years the Politics, 
Philosophy & Law degree 
attracted 57 students 
from 23 nations. 

and roundtable discussions. The Centre also 
hosts the prestigious KJuris legal philosophy 
workshops with high-profile visiting speakers. 

The Yeoh Tiong Lay Centre is building  
on King’s reputation as a world-leading 
international institution for legal teaching 
and research. The Yeoh Tiong Lay Centre  
is building on King’s reputation as a 
world-leading international institution for 
legal teaching and research. Thanks to the 
support of our donors it has achieved so 
much in its first two years, and has ambitious 
plans to build on this impressive trajectory, 
and to continue nurturing the brightest  
legal minds. 

Picture Caption:

The Yeoh Family 
and official launch 
of the Centre



6362 CULTURE AT KING’S
A new cultural centre for  
King’s and for London

King's is pioneering cultural partnerships that 
connect creative and curious minds across 
academia and the arts. These unique collaborations 
bring new learning opportunities to students, 
engage the wider public, and drive innovation. 

In the inspirational setting of Somerset House East Wing, at 
the heart of dynamic and creative London, the work of the 
culture teams at King’s connects the university with leading 
figures from the worlds of art and culture. The university’s 
cultural work enriches students' learning and inspires new 
approaches to teaching and research across every faculty. 

King's is redefining perceptions of a university's role in the 
cultural world. It works in partnership with hundreds of artists 
and cultural organisations to nurture creativity and new 

thinking, and supports the arts by producing rigorous 
evidence on the value of culture. King’s also encourages  
the public to engage with both the university and the arts, 
drawing thousands to performances, exhibitions and events.  

King’s recently announced the establishment of a Circle of 
Cultural Fellows. Building on the university's success in 
developing a rich portfolio of connections with the cultural 
sector, the Circle – made up of 15 world leaders from across 
arts and culture - will enrich research and education, drive 
new thinking and increase the university’s engagement in 
London and beyond. The 15 Cultural Fellows include film 
producer Lord Puttnam, pianist Joanna McGregor, Premier 
League Executive Director Bill Bush, and Justine Simons, 
Head of Cultural Strategy for the Mayor of London.

‘ Arts and culture are 
supporting King's ambition 
to deliver world-class 
education, exceptional 
student experience and 
research that drives 
innovation, creates impact 
and engages beyond the 
university walls.’

Deborah Bull, King’s Cultural  
Institute Executive Director

432
In the past year, King's 
has welcomed 15,585 
visitors to exhibitions 
and worked with 432 
external cultural 
practitioners across  
the university. 

GLOBAL HEALTHCARE
Saving pregnant women,  
and their babies

Saving pregnant women, and their babies
High blood pressure in pregnancy can indicate pre-eclampsia, 
a potentially deadly condition for both mother and baby. 
Researchers from King’s College London and Guy’s and St 
Thomas’ have developed the Microlife Vital Signs Alert 
(VSA) - the world’s first medical device to detect shock and 
high blood pressure in pregnant women. The device requires 
minimal training, it has a traffic light system that clearly 
indicates the risk of shock or high blood pressure – green  
if a woman is not at risk, amber if she needs to be carefully 
monitored, or red if she requires emergency treatment. 
Designed for use in developing countries, where 99 per  
cent of maternal deaths worldwide occur, the VSA is  
already saving lives in seven countries in Africa and Asia.

‘ In many developing countries,  
medical expertise is limited so people 
simply do not recognise the signs of 
danger before it is too late. The Microlife 
VSA will prevent deaths by detecting 
the signs of shock and high blood pressure 
early. We’re confident that by using the 
device in the care of these pregnant 
women, we can cut maternal  
mortality by at least 25%.’

Professor Andrew Shennan, consultant obstetrician  
at Guy’s and St Thomas’ and Professor of Obstetrics  
at King's College London

70k
This invention could  
cut maternal deaths in 
developing countries by 
up to 25%, saving more 
than 70,000 lives a year.

Picture Caption:

Michael Takeo 
Magruder  
art exhibition  
and Cultural 
Challenge 
Programme  
event



6564 SCIENCE GALLERY LONDON
Adventures in art and science

Science Gallery London is an exciting new  
venue where science and art collide to  
fuel creativity and discovery. It will open to  
the public in 2017, encouraging audience  
engagement to drive innovation and invention. 

Science Gallery London will bring together researchers, 
students, local communities and artists in new ways to 
stimulate fresh thinking around science, healthcare and 
culture. It will focus on engaging younger audiences, 
involving 15 to 25 years olds  in cutting-edge research  
with real-world relevance in King’s healthcare settings  
and beyond.

The Gallery’s home is a spectacular site on King’s  
Guy’s Campus, at the foot of The Shard in London  
Bridge. As well as an ever-changing programme of 
exhibitions and events, this free venue will house a  
theatre, cafe, shop, courtyard and meeting spaces,  
attracting over 300,000 visitors a year.

Science Gallery London is part of the Global Science 
Gallery Network, which will see eight galleries open or  
in development by 2020, connecting King’s researchers  
to their counterparts worldwide. Each Science Gallery  
will provide its home city with a platform for live research  
and experimentation, exposing local communities to 
surprising exhibitions and inspiring the next generation  
of creative thinkers.

‘ Science Gallery London connects  
art, science and health to drive 
innovation in the heart of the city.  
It offers students, researchers and 
academics new ways to explore big 
ideas through innovative and 
surprising collaborations with  
artists and designers’

Daniel Glaser, Director of Science Gallery London

THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE
From choirs to clubs

There’s much more to student life at King’s than 
simply studying. The university offers hundreds  
of extra-curricular activities, ranging from 
volunteering to student media, and from sports 
teams to societies (there are over 100 to choose 
from). Two of the most successful are the Choir  
of King's College London and the King's College 
London Business Club (KCLBC). 

King’s is proud to have one of the leading university choirs  
in England. Its 30 choral scholars provide music for College 
chapel services, give concerts in the UK and abroad, and 
regularly broadcast on BBC radio. Members depend on 
scholarship funding to be able to fulfil their performance 
commitments, which are often in the evening and at 

weekends (when they might otherwise be working), and 
frequently involve overseas travel. Those scholars who are 
either not studying for a Music degree or are not first study 
singers also receive lessons for a specialist vocal tutor.

The KCLBC is the university’s largest student society, with 
over 4,500 members. It was recently voted the UK’s number 
one enterprise society by the National Association of 
College and University Entrepreneurs (NACUE). 

The KCLBC aims to nurture and inspire all King’s students 
in business matters. With the support of corporate partners, 
it hosts seminars, training and networking opportunities, 
giving students insight into many areas of business, from 
entrepreneurship to investment banking. 

‘ My legacy scholarship  
has enabled me to perform 
great music at some of the 
country’s leading venues and, 
even better than that, I get to 
travel abroad – the summer 
we’re going to Milan, Lodi 
and Crema – we’re making  
a recording and we’re doing  
a broadcast on the BBC.’

  Mimi Doulton, Helen Hudson  
Choral Scholarships student 

Picture Caption:

The FED UP 
grasshopper  
aand the future of 
food event series



6766 SOMERSET HOUSE EAST WING
A palace fit for King's 

King’s expansion into the magnificent Somerset House East Wing 
has been truly transformational, providing an impressive new 
home for The Dickson Poon School of Law and fostering 
influential new connections across the fields of law and culture.

From the moment it opened its doors to 
students in 1831, King's College London set 
its sights on acquiring the neighbouring 
Somerset House East Wing, one of London's 
most beautiful and iconic buildings. The site 
has a distinguished history: for more than a 
thousand years it has provided the backdrop 
for Londoners who have lived, met, traded, 
worshipped, learnt, celebrated, negotiated 
and enjoyed the arts. Fittingly, the public 
launch of the World questions | King’s 
answers campaign coincided with an 
agreement for King’s to acquire the East 
Wing – a 180-year ambition fulfilled.

The acquisition provided a unique 
opportunity to create a new cultural hub 
 for Londoners, as well as extending the 
university’s existing Strand Campus which 

Much space has been converted to allow 
public access to cultural activities for the 
first time. The Inigo Rooms provide a focal 
point and showcase many of the university’s 
cultural features, as well as creating new 
forms of engagement with the cultural 
community. Elsewhere on the ground floor, 
the King’s Cultural Institute brings together 
artists, actors and academics in a setting that 
nurtures collaborative endeavours by King’s 
and other institutions. For many students, 
staff and alumni the lower ground floor also 
offers an intriguing array of cultural attractions. 

Most timely of all, Somerset House  
East Wing provided a new home for  
The Dickson Poon School of Law: fitting 
premises heralding a new era for one of 
Europe’s premier law schools, which  

has long been home to the most innovative 
teaching and research. King’s breathed new 
life into the building and restored it to its 
original status as a landmark public building, 
refurbished to the highest standards with its 
architectural harmony enhanced and public 
access enriched. Her Majesty The Queen 
officially opened Somerset House East 
Wing on 29 February 2012 after the 
extensive 18-month restoration. 

Bringing art and academics together
Since the official opening, this former  
palace has facilitated tremendous new 
opportunities for influencing opinion-
formers and has made a major  
contribution to London’s cultural life, 
benefitting students, staff, partners  
and the wider public. 

bridges the worlds of higher education, 
policy and the arts. 

In the striking shape of Somerset House 
East Wing, the university now has the 
location to match its impeccable pedigree 
and first class reputation: thank you to all 
those who made the renovation possible. 
With your generous support King’s has  
been able to restore this historic landmark  
to its full glory, and has found a place that 
will excite, impress, awe and inspire  
future generations.

‘ Somerset House East 
Wing is an inspirational 
setting for work, study 
(and play). Not just 
because of the magnificence 
of its architecture, but also 
because of its proximity to 
the great institutions of our 
legal system – to the west, 
Parliament and the 
Supreme Court, to the east 
the Royal Courts of Justice 
and the Old Bailey.’

  Dr Emily Barritt, Legal Research  
& Project Officer, King’s College 
London, (Law Research PhD,  
King’s College London, 2015) 

18
After extensive restoration  
lasting 18 months, Somerset  
House East Wing was officially  
opened by Her Majesty The  
Queen on 29 February 2012.

50k
The Cultural Institute has attracted 
over 50,000 visitors in the four 
years since it opened.
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Department of War Studies. His research 
interests include propaganda, strategic 
communication and their historical and 
contemporary use in war. Thomas has  
been called as an expert by the British and 
international media to talk on the subjects  
of propaganda and international terrorism.

In 2015, Thomas spoke about his research 
on BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 
Scotland on the subjects of propaganda  
and international terrorism, and has 
appeared on Brazilian national television 
speaking on the topic of Al Shabaab and 
terrorist propaganda.

Radical work to combat radicalism
The International Centre for the Study of 
Radicalisation (ICSR) was established in 
2008 as the first global centre for knowledge 

and leadership to address radicalisation and 
political violence. It aims to educate and 
engage students, governments and the 
public in areas such as diplomacy, security 
policy, counter-terrorism and international 
conflict resolution.

Based at the Department of War Studies, 
ICSR is a unique partnership between 
King's and three other centres around the 
world. Independent and non-partisan, it  
is the first initiative of its kind in which  
Arab and Israeli academic institutions are 
openly collaborating. 

ICSR informs global debate, influences UK 
government policy, brings together leading 
experts, and produces world-class research. 
In 2009, it was the first organisation to raise 
the alarm about the radicalisation of young 

people on the internet, and in 2011 (after 
Anders Breivik’s terrorist attacks in Norway) 
the first to release a report on the growth of 
far-right organisations across Europe. 

The centre is spearheading a proactive 
approach to radicalisation by interacting 
with foreign fighters where they are most 
engaged; in the realm of social media. The 
efforts of a small number of researchers have 
produced a database of over 700 foreign 
fighters in Syria and Iraq, which serves as 
the world’s largest repository for 
understanding Jihadi behaviours and 
motivations at their source. Crucially, this is 
allowing researchers to establish direct 
contact with foreign fighters via text or the 
internet. By taking the time to listen and 
build trust, the ICSR’s team are breaking 
down boundaries piece by piece to identify 

‘ What I like about  
ICSR is that it focuses  
on the cause of conflict  
and radicalisation.  
If we don’t understand 
long-term trends, factors 
and roots of conflict, it’s 
impossible to make the 
transition to peace.' 

  Lord David Trimble, Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate, former First Minister of 
Northern Ireland, patron of ISCR

82
There were 82 eligible applicants for 
just five places on the Sir Evelyn de 
Rothschild Master's scholarship 
programme for 2015/16.

those at risk of joining Daesh and monitor 
those returning home.  

King’s staff are also called upon to advise 
intergovernmental organisations, such  
as the United Nations. Professor Peter 
Neumann, The Director of the International 
Centre for the Study of Radicalisation at 
King’s, was the only academic called to 
appear on the panel of a special White 
House summit on violent extremism. 
Professor Neumann presented alongside 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon, US Secretary of State John  
Kerry, French Interior Minister Bernard 
Cazeneuve, and Jordanian Foreign  
Minister Nasser Judeh, among others. 

WAR STUDIES AND THE  
CENTRE FOR RADICALISATION
Promoting peace by studying conflict

Warfare has transformed in the 21st century. We live in an era  
of cyber-terrorism where a war could be started from a phone, 
and where ideological divides are more significant than national 
ones. King's is at the cutting edge of conflict studies, carrying out 
vital work that could have an impact on all of our lives.

How can we tackle homegrown terrorism? 
How do we encourage peace in the Middle 
East? Why are almost two-fifths of the world's 
armed conflicts fought in Africa? What  
are the consequences of the war in Syria? 

These are just some of the urgent and 
difficult questions that staff and students  
at King's Department of War Studies have 
examined during the World Questions | 
King's answers campaign. The work being 
carried out here is critical to enhancing our 
understanding of 21st century warfare and 
shaping a safer world for future generations.

The world leader in war studies
King's Department of War Studies is the 
only academic department in the world that 
focuses solely on the complexities of conflict 
and security. For over 50 years it has 

promoted understanding of war and 
international security. 

The department's exciting work engages 
with politics at the highest level, and staff 
regularly work with policy-makers and 
members of government to exchange 
up-to-the-minute knowledge for the benefit 
of international security. As a result of such 
dynamic relationships, students are learning 
from experts who stand at the centre of 
global events whilst they unfold.

Uniquely, programmes of study at the 
Department for War Studies encompass  
not just military history and political 
science, but also sociology, psychology and 
law. Students benefit from an ideal location 
just minutes from Whitehall, the seat of 
British Government, and close to many 
leading London and UK institutions. 

This encourages interaction between 
students and practitioners and ensures  
a great calibre of visitors and speakers.

This rich learning environment attracts  
a diverse mix of students: former soldiers, 
diplomats and aid workers learn alongside 
those from an academic background.  
Many are only able to pursue their studies 
thanks to bursaries funded by generous 
legacies and gifts.

Students in the Department of War  
Studies have access to a number of generous 
scholarships, including 20 Sir Evelyn de 
Rothschild Master Scholarships and 5 Dr 
Duncan Anderson Master Scholarships.

Thomas Colley is one of two Sir Evelyn  
de Rothschild PhD scholars and is now  
a graduate teaching assistant in the 



7170 KING’S SIERRA LEONE PARTNERSHIP
Working together to secure  
a better healthcare system 

When the deadly Ebola virus hit Sierra Leone, King's Sierra Leone 
Partnership was working to build a robust and autonomous healthcare 
system for the nation's future. The team made the difference between 
life and death for countless patients and medical staff. 

Founding Director, Dr Oliver Johnson 
arrived in Sierra Leone in early 2013 to  
help set up King’s Sierra Leone Partnership 
(KSLP). His role was to deliver better 
clinical services, training and research for  
a healthcare system devastated by civil war, 
during which 50,000 civilians and many 
healthcare workers were killed, by 
establishing an alliance between King's 
Health Partners (KHP) and Sierra  
Leonean health institutions. At the start  
of the partnership there were fewer than  
100 doctors practicing in the public sector 
and high vacancy rates for nursing, 
midwifery and pharmacy roles. 

Everyone involved faced great personal 
danger as they worked ceaselessly to  
contain the outbreak. At the epidemic’s 
peak, 550 new cases of Ebola were  
reported each week in Sierra Leone.  
Oliver returned to King’s to explain the 
situation and had KHP’s full backing  
not just to stay, but to gear up efforts. 

As awareness of KSLP’s work grew 
donations poured in. This enabled 40 
international volunteers to fly to Freetown 
and support Oliver’s team. It bought 
essential supplies such as protection suits, 
gloves and chlorine, and funded seven  
new isolation units, local staff training,  
and development of a rapid diagnostic test.

A year later Ebola surfaced in West  
Africa. At Connaught Hospital in the 
capital, Freetown, Oliver and his colleagues 
prepared an isolation unit with two beds. 
But as April and May passed with no cases 
in Sierra Leone, they assumed they had 
evaded the outbreak. “People started  
saying quite confidently, we’ve dodged  
the bullet,” he remembers.

Then, in June, they began to hear  
horrific stories from the east of the country. 
Suddenly Oliver and his team found 
themselves at the centre of an epidemic. 
“There was an epic night, when the first 
suspected case arrived at Connaught –  
and then a second one. And we thought, 
we’ve used up our beds. Then a third 
suspected case came in, and we knew  
we had to change gear." 

Building a healthcare  
system for the future
By November 2015 the outbreak was  
over, but an infrastructure that was already 
weak needs support to prevent this type of 
epidemic happening again. KSLP continues 
to work with the government and other 
agencies to help Sierra Leone build a 
sustainable and self-supporting healthcare 
system for the future.

The Partnership’s innovative development 
programme and resourceful approach are 
strengthening medical training, clinical 
services, and healthcare policy and research 
across the country. Your generous and 
ongoing support of this vital work will have a 
great and lasting impact, ensuring that 

Sierra Leone is better able to prevent  
a repeat of the Ebola outbreak, and to  
deal with any future epidemics. 

The KSLP aims to help build Sierra  
Leone’s health system by strengthening 
training, clinical services, policy and 
research in co-development with partners 
and health professionals currently based  
in Sierra Leone. 

As Oliver explains: "We’ve got a huge 
challenge ahead of us to once again  
rebuild this health system and build 
something stronger. But King’s Health 
Partners couldn’t be better placed to  
support that effort."

‘ So the whole hospital –  
our team, the cleaners, the 
doctors, everyone – rolled 
up our sleeves and went  
to work. In one evening, 
we shut down half of 
A&E, completely cleaned 
it, removed everything  
and we turned it into the 
16-bed isolation unit.’

Dr Oliver Johnson, Founding 
Programme Director, King’s Sierra 
Leone Partnership & King's alumnus

 

40%
of all cases in Freetown 
were seen through  
King’s support units

14k
people officially 
contracted Ebola  
– the real figures  
are much higher

At the epicentre of an epidemic
While other organisations withdrew  
their staff from Sierra Leone and many 
hospitals closed their doors, the King’s  
team remained in Freetown and kept 
Connaught open. They were at the frontline 
in the war against Ebola, tending to sick 
patients and establishing a command  
centre to co-ordinate 15 Ebola units and 30 
ambulances across the city. Working closely 
with the Sierra Leonean Government and 
local and international partners, they helped 
set up treatment facilities in six hospitals  
and provided training to spread best practice 
quickly. And all this while ensuring 
Connaught Hospital remained open for 
normal medical services.

Picture Caption:

Connaught 
Hospital, 
 Sierra Leone
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A PERSONAL THANK YOU
PROFESSOR EDWARD BYRNE AC
As our world changes with increasing 
rapidity, collaborations like ours will  
play a powerful part in responding to,  
and anticipating, society’s needs.

Having joined King’s in the midst of  
the World questions | KING'S answers 
campaign it was with great excitement that  
I entered an institution which showed such 
drive and ambition, achievements which 
were spearheaded by my predecessor, 
Professor Sir Richard Trainor. I am proud  
to have become part of our 40,000 strong 
community of donors whose profound 
generosity has catalysed the Campaign’s 
visions into real solutions. 

This commemorative book celebrates all 
that we have achieved together and I thank 
you for playing a vital role in propelling 
onward the life-changing work taking place 
at King's. This work would not be possible 
without the talented staff and students who 

are the essence of King’s, or without the 
active engagement of Sir John Major and 
my fellow Campaign Board members,  
who have so generously given their time, 
expertise and advice. My heartfelt thanks  
to you all.

As our world changes with increasing 
rapidity, collaborations like ours will  
play a powerful part in responding to,  
and anticipating, society’s needs. King’s 
partnerships are currently propagating a 
wealth of exciting advances that are poised 
to do exactly this. Over the coming years  
we will utilise our strong location in central 
London to develop academic programmes 
which are responsive to the needs of a 
globalised business world. We will further 

harness the collective expertise of King’s 
Health Partners and create a series of 
specialist medical centres that produce the 
best in medical innovation, treatments and 
outcomes for patients, and we will foster 
entrepreneurial spirit amongst our students, 
giving them the tools to drive a new wave  
of social and technological innovation.

It is due to publicly-minded philanthropists 
such as you that King’s is ready to consolidate 
the successes of World questions | KING’S 
answers and drive further progress. The 
challenges raised by over nine billion people 
living longer, and in a way that respects the 
environment, are profound. We at King’s  
are playing a central role in developing, 
discussing and implementing national and 

global responses to these challenges. I am 
delighted to lead the university through a 
time of rapid development and enormous 
promise, and hope that you share my 
dedication and stay with us as we work 
towards a greater contribution to humanity. 

Thank you once again for your  
generous support. 

Yours truly, 

PROFESSOR EDWARD BYRNE AC 
President & Principal,  
King’s College London

This work would not be possible without 
the talented staff and students who are  
the essence of King’s, or without the  
active engagement of Sir John Major  
and my fellow Campaign Board 
members, who have so generously  
given their time, expertise and advice. 
My heartfelt thanks to you all. 
PROFESSOR EDWARD BYRNE AC



74 LIST OF DONORS
King's College London and King's Health Partners  
are very grateful to all those who have so generously 
supported the World questions | King's answers campaign. 
The exceptional support of more than 41,000 donors has 
improved the lives of millions around the world. We would 
particularly like to thank those listed below, as well as  
those who prefer to remain anonymous. 

A G Leventis Foundation

Arcadia Fund

The Atlantic Philanthropies 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Breakthrough Breast Cancer

Carnegie Corporation of New York

County Air Ambulance  
Trust HELP Appeal

Sir Michael & Lady Barbara Davis

Department of Health

Dimbleby Cancer Care

The Dinwoodie (1968) Settlement

Foundation of European Nurses in Diabetes

The Garfield Weston Foundation

The John and Lucille van Geest Foundation

John D & Catherine T MacArthur 
Foundation

Mrs Rola B Gordon FKC

Guy's and St Thomas' Charity

Khoo Teck Puat UK Foundation

King's College Hospital  
NHS Foundation Trust

The King's Medical Research Trust

Mr George Koukis FKC

Dr Ming Wai Lau SBS FKC

Mrs Marie-Christine Lee FKC

Oak Foundation

The Perseverance Trust

The Peter Sowerby Charitable Foundation 

Sir Dickson Poon CBE FKC 

Prostate Cancer Research Centre

The Dr. Mortimer and Theresa Sackler 
Foundation

Mrs Lily Safra 

Santander Universities 

Shard Funding Limited

South London and Maudsley NHS 
Foundation Trust

Mr Gautam Thapar FKC

The Wellcome Trust

The Maurice Wohl Charitable Foundation

The Wolfson Foundation

The K. C. Wong Education Foundation

The Yeoh Family
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A G Leventis Foundation

Professor Sir George Alberti FKC

Ana Leaf Foundation

The Ananda Trust

Mr Surinder Arora & Mrs Sunita Arora

The Atkin Foundation

Mrs Celia Atkin & Mr Edward Atkin CBE

Dr Adegboyega O Austen-Peters

Baillie Gifford & Co

Basil Samuel Charitable Trust

Mrs Helen Benkert

Big Lottery Fund

Boston Scientific Ltd

Mr Cornelio Brennand

Britannia Pharmaceuticals Ltd

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

The Catherine Cookson Charitable Trust

Catholic Agency For Overseas 
Development

Catkin Pussywillow Charitable Trust

The Charles Wolfson Charitable Trust

Mr Anthony Chow JP FKC

City of London Corporation

Clore Duffield Foundation

Clothworkers' Company

The Cohen Charitable Trust

Professor David K C Cooper

Mrs Glenda Corrigan & Mr Fritz Corrigan

Mr Derek Crowson

Dr Donald Dean Trust

Dhammakaya International  
Society of the UK

Dorset Foundation

The Dunhill Medical Trust

Economic Community  
of West African States

Elimination of Leukaemia Fund

Mr Anthony J Elliott

The Eranda Foundation

Esmee Fairbarin Foundation

Fieldstead & Company

Lord Fink FKC & Lady Fink

The Florence Nightingale Foundation

Food Allergy Initiative

The Garden Productions Ltd

GE Healthcare UK Ltd

GTi Forces Healthcare Ltd

Guy's & St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust

Sir Halley Stewart Trust

Dr Colin Hancock

The Hancocks Trust

Heathside Charitable Trust

Henry Schein Inc.

Heritage Lottery Fund

Mr Klaus Heymann

Sir Michael Hintze

HP Enterprise Services UK Limited

Mr Geraint Hughes AKC

ICAP Charity Trading Day 2014

Jacobs Foundation

James Black Foundation

The Japan Foundation

Jeremy and John Sacher Charitable Trust

Mr Changqung Ji 

John Templeton Foundation

The Johnston Family 

J.P. Moulton Charitable Foundation

Sir Jules Thorn Charitable Trust

The Kay Kendall Leukaemia Fund

Kent Community Foundation

Nicole Kidman

King's College Hospital Charity

Kirby Laing Foundation

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung

Mr William Kwan LLB FKC  
& Mrs Irene Kwan

LIBRA (Lions International  
Blood Research Appeal)

Mr Him Lee

The Legacy Trust

Liu Chong Hing Investment Ltd

Dr Zudong Liu

The London Law Trust

The Lord Leonard and Lady Estelle 
Wolfson Foundation

Mr Vladimir Merson

Ministry of Culture, Government of India

Dr Cajetan Moniz MSc FRC Path

Mr Adrian Mowat

Mr SF Ng & Mrs Gloria Ng

Nuffield Foundation

Mr Constantine A Ogunbiyi

Open Society Foundations

Oracle Corporation

Parasol Foundation Trust

Peter Cruddas Foundation

The P F Charitable Trust

Pfizer Inc.

Mr Daniel Peltz OBE FKC  
& Mrs Elizabeth Peltz

P C Woo & Co

The late Dr Alexandros Petersen

Fondation Peters

Prafarata Foundation 

The Rayne Foundation

Ricoh Europe PLC

Mr Andrew P Robson

Mr David Rogers

Sir Evelyn & Lady de Rothschild

The Rosalind Driver TQ/KCL Trust

Mr Bernie Rumbold

The Schilizzi Foundation

Shell UK Limited

Mr George Slorach & Mrs Margaret Slorach

Smith Richardson Foundation

Stavros Niarchos Foundation

Surrey County Cricket Club 

Swiss Bridge Foundation

Teenage Cancer Trust

Tropical Health and Education Trust

Mr Bosco H S Tso

The Vandervell Foundation

Vattikuti Foundation

The Waterloo Foundation

Ms Gillian Wells

The Worshipful Company of Barbers

Mr Alvin Yeo



78

DESIGN 
pslondon

PRINT 
Linney Quadrant

ILLUSTRATION 
Eiko Ojala

PAPER STOCKS 
Endpapers:  
Fedrigoni Xxxxx 
Text pages:  
Fedrigoni Splendorgel

Approved by 
brand@kcl.ac.uk 
APRIL 2016

LEGACY GIFTS 
The university and its partners would like  
to pay a special tribute to our alumni and 
friends who have sadly passed away and 
most generously left a bequest, or for  
whom in memoriam gifts were made. 
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